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"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news. "  - Isaiah 52:7 

Joseph]. Word of healing 
powers began to spread. 
When an epidemic broke 
out at a nearby college, 
André volunteered to 
nurse. Not one person 
died. The trickle of sick 
people to his door became 
a flood. His superiors were 
uneasy; diocesan authori-
ties were suspicious; doc-
tors called him a quack. “I 
do not cure,” he said 
again and again. 
‘Saint Joseph cures.’ In 
the end he needed four 
secretaries to handle the 
80,000 letters he received 
each year.” his took place 
in Montreal, Canada be-
tween 1870 and 1937 at 
his death. (https://
allhallows-
church.weebly.com/saint-
andreacute-bessette.html). 
 
Closer to home, there is 
“…the magnificent Main 
Altar known as… The    
Altar of Answered Prayers 
because of Saint Joseph’s 
intercession in the midst of 

a cholera epidemic in 1866” in St. Louis, Missouri…    
At one point there were as many as “280 deaths      
daily”, lasting for two months. “…The Jesuit Fathers 
and Brothers of Saint Joseph’s Parish worked day and 
night to render assistance to the parishioners and other 
victims. There were ten, and sometimes as many as 
twenty-five, funerals a day… Father Joseph Weber, 
pastor…, gathered the parishioners together on a Sunday 
morning. They all made a solemn vow to God. If, 
through the intercession of Saint Joseph, the parish 
were spared further deaths from cholera, they would, in 
thanksgiving, erect a suitable monument in honor of 
Saint Joseph. Saint Joseph would be the patron of that 
parish church. To this end the parishioners pledged an 
initial four thousand dollars which was a considerable 
sum in those days.   

“Ite ad Joseph”,  that is, 
“Go to Joseph” – Just as 
those of the Old Testament, 
even his own family, went 
to Joseph in Egypt to sur-
vive the famine, so we go    
to Saint Joseph, he who pro-
vided for the Child Jesus 
and the Virgin Mary.  We 
look to Saint Joseph as the 
Head of the Holy Family 
and the Patron of Holy 
Mother Church for hope, 
comfort, and protection 
from the coronavirus, espe-
cially at this time, asking his 
most powerful intercession 
to end this crisis! We also 
look to his virtuous, manly 
life as an example for         
our lives in order to seek 
conversion and repentance, 
benefitting from a deep faith 
like his. 
 
There is a great book just 
published that everyone is 
buying up and raving about 
called, Consecration to 
Saint Joseph: The Wonders 
of Our Spiritual Father by 
Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC.  
I recommend reading it: it is well written and filled       
with inspiring details about Saint Joseph. We need the 
courage, the pristine purity, the rock-like Faith of 
Saint Joseph to lead us now: his quiet prayerfulness,      
his hard work, his firm resolve to be protector in time of 
danger, his unwavering commitment to fatherhood! He 
will not fail us!  Thus, we need to pray as we have never 
prayed before for his most powerful intercession. 
 
Here are some examples of Saint Joseph’s miraculous   
intercession even in our own time: 
 
“When he heard someone was ill, [Saint Andre Bessette] 
visited to bring cheer and to pray with the sick person. He 
would rub the sick person lightly with oil taken from         
a lamp burning in the college chapel [dedicated to Saint 
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Imploring Two Patron Saints During This Most Difficult Time of Pandemic: 
Saint Joseph - Head of the Holy Family, Patron of Holy Mother Church; 

Saint Camillus de Lellis - Patron of nurses, hospitals, and the sick. 
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 To the amazement of the pastor…and all the parishion-
ers, their prayers of fervent petition were heard. Not one 
member of all the families who had signed the vow and the 
pledge was stricken with cholera after that day. Miracle or 
not, these are the facts testified to in the old                          
yellow-edged documents in the church’s archives.” (http://
www.shrineofstjoseph.org/aoap.html) 
 
God the Father chose Saint Joseph to be the foster-father of 
His Only Begotten Son, and to be the Spouse of the Virgin 
Mary. God the Father placed His two most precious treas-
ures in the hands and care of Saint Joseph; why should 
we not be confident to fall at his feet and entrust all our 
cares and worries to him, also!  Saint Teresa of Avila wrote 
about him, “Whatever you ask of Saint Joseph, you will     
receive.”   
 
My prayer is that all of you as our Franciscan family will 
make it safely through this coronavirus outbreak and be 
protected by Saint Joseph.  I am able to celebrate Mass and 
receive Jesus in the most Blessed Sacrament along with 
Brother Francis, who is doing his Seminary classes online 
here at the Friary, and with the residents and staff at the Saint 
Gianna Home, since we have been on a self-lock down, quar-
antine here since March 18th, the eve of the Solemnity           
of Saint Joseph, at which time we made a Eucharistic         
Holy Hour, then processed around the property with Our    
Eucharistic Lord, asking His blessing and protection, then 
after Benediction, closed in for quarantine—us Friars living 
at the Friary, of course.  We are praying for each and every 
one of you!  In this scary and precarious time, we bring you 
in prayer to Jesus through Saint Joseph and ask Our Lord to 
bless you and come to you through Saint Joseph just as he 
presented Jesus to the world while on earth. 
 
We are also invoking Saint Camillus de Lellis at this time 
of pandemic, a Saint not as well-known but who has made 
his mark on our world. He himself said, “The poor and the 
sick are the heart of God. In serving them, we serve Jesus 
Christ!” 
 
Saint Camillus de Lellis is the patron of nurses, hospitals, 
the sick, and the inspiration for the Red Cross, as we will 
see in a moment.  His mother died when he was young, his 
father was a military man who drank and lived a promiscuous 
life, even living with his son in a brothel for a time.  Camillus also drank, had a horrible temper, and gambled        
excessively, to the point of once losing all he had, even gambling away his under-clothes!  At age 17 he contracted a 
disease in his leg that left him with an incurable sore for the rest of his life.  He went to Rome to both be a patient and 
to serve at the Hospital for incurables, only 9 months later being dismissed for being quarrelsome and a gambler.  He 
then joined the army, but then his regiment was disbanded, leaving him at the age of 24 unemployed and penniless.  
He found work building for the Capuchin friars and was inspired to a deep conversion by the Capuchin 
guardian, after which time, he never strayed from a penitential life again.  He joined the Capuchins but was    
dismissed after a time because of his incurable sore on his leg.  He returned to the same hospital in Rome but this 
time caring for the sick and dying with great attention: according to Matthew 25, “Whatever you do to the least of 
my brethren, you do to Me,”  he even considered the patients he cared for as Christ, once even confessing his 
sins to one of them! 
 
At the advice of Saint Philip Neri, his spiritual director, he became a priest and founded a religious order called      
Fathers of a Good Death or Servants of the Sick: these men took vows to serve prisoners, those with plague, and 
those dying in private homes; they also went onto the battle fields to tend to the injured and dying, thus forming the 

The Shrine of Saint Joseph at St. Louis, Missouri;          
the main altar pictured below. 
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first military field ambulance.  They went into the ships laden with 
plague-stricken victims that were forbidden to land and cared for 
them!  Their members would treat the patients with love and     
prepare them for the last Sacraments and a happy death, giving 
them spiritual assistance and encouraging them to acts of virtue, 
reading with them, and praying for them. 
 

Saint Camillus was the first to insist that the hospitals be kept 
very clean and also the first to separate patients according to 
diseases so as to avoid cross-contamination.  He was particu-
larly attentive to the dying, since in these last moments of life a 
soul is most in danger of being lost for eternity.  He not only 
suffered for over 46 years with the sore on his leg, but also a rup-
ture for 38 years and callous sores on the bottom of his feet, mak-
ing it almost impossible to walk. In the last years of his life, he 
would crawl from his bed to the other patients to encourage them 
to do acts of virtue and to see if they needed anything.  He died 
July 14, 1614 (source: catholicsaintmedals.com-St.Camillus). As I 
mentioned before, what is the connection between Saint Camillus 
and the Red Cross International? Saint Camillus’ habit was a black 
robe with a large red cross on the front—thus the inspiration for 
the Red Cross International today—who go to the battlefield, who 
care for the sick in crisis! 
 

As we examine Saint Camillus’ life, we see how God used both 
his sufferings and struggles, along with the preaching of the     
Gospel, to transform him.  We see how once converted to Christ, 
he never stopped pouring himself out for suffering mankind, and 
most importantly, not only bringing relief to their physical suffer-
ings, but also assisting them with their spiritual and supernatural needs toward their eternal salvation!  Us friars and all 
those who reside at the Saint Gianna Home are invoking Saint Camillus’ intercession also for healing, for the end of 
the coronavirus, and for a deep conversion of all mankind to the likeness of Christ! 
 

Please join us in invoking Saint Joseph and Saint Camillus de Lellis for protection from this present illness and for our 
eternal salvation.  Be assured, in these troubling times, of our continued prayers for you to maintain peace and securi-
ty, good health and holiness!  
 

Brother Francis online Seminary                   
here from Warsaw Friary 

 

During this difficult time of the coronavirus, I had to make the 
difficult decision to bring Brother Francis home from the semi-
nary since the situation could possibly have worsened and then 
would not have been able to bring him into our quarantine here at 
that point. I thought, “where would he go for two to three weeks 
while waiting to return into our quarantine?” At the same time, the 
Seminary had made provisions for online classes, which made it 
possible for Brother to continue his studies here at the Friary.  
 
It is difficult, he admits, to study this way, especially philosophy, 
but it is working. He always works hard at his studies and receives 
very high grades; I am very proud of his good efforts. I will admit 
that it is nice to have him here for community and brotherhood, 
for prayer, and for celebrating the beautiful Easter Triduum. 
Please continue to pray for Brother Francis as he continues toward 
the priesthood, finishing his third year college philosophy with 
one more year to complete this before moving on to his four years 
of theology; and also he will profess his Perpetual Vows this    
August 15th at the Cathedral, which is very exciting news.         

Saint Camillus de Lellis 

Brother Francis Reineke, FMI  
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We rely solely on Divine Providence Who provides                     
for us through generous donors like you! 

 
To evangelize and bring others to Christ through Mary Immaculate                               
in the spirit of Saint Francis, beginning with our own conversion,                       

through loyalty to Holy Mother Church, devotion to the Holy Eucharist,    
teaching, preaching, prayer, and penance - all with great joy!  
We are blessed beyond all measure. We rely solely on Divine                                 

Providence Who provides for us through generous donors like you!                              
You can go to www.fmifriars.com and click on the Donate tab,                                      

or by copy and pasting the direct link below: 

https://www.myegiving.com/app/giving/fmifriars 

Thanking you very much, with our daily prayers! 

Saint Francis Friary Chapel where we remember you to our Eucharistic Lord in our daily prayers! 


